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Minutes of the Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission 

September 15, 2012, 9:00 A.M.  at the Calmar Depot, Calmar, Iowa 
 

Members present: Steve Johnson, Roger Bergan, David Stanley, LaVonne Sharp, 

Cathy McClain, Dean Thompson, Elizabeth Lorentzen and Dennis Karlsbroten. 

 

Visitors present: Lonnie Pierce, Myles Kupka, LaVonne Bjergum, Deborah 

Bishop, Kaleb Van Gerpen, Lorrine Wangness, Ed Meyer, David Anderson, 

 

Steve opened the meeting by introducing David Anderson, a local historian who 

prepared the National Register nomination for the Calmar Depot.  David 

presented the history of the structure within the context of the development of the 

railroad and its importance to the region.  David then gave a tour of the structure. 

 

After the presentation Steve opened the meeting with a discussion of the minutes 

from the August meeting.  Steve moved to approve the minutes and Dean 

seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved unanimously. 

 

The next topic on the agenda was the treasurer’s report.  Elizabeth outlined the 

Commission’s current financial condition.  Dave moved to approve the treasurer’s 

report, LaVonne seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously. 

 

The next topic was the status of the Highlandville School National Register 

nomination and the archeological investigations at four Highland Township rural 

school sites.  Dave noted that the text for both documents had been completed but 

it would likely be some time before the graphics were completed because of the 

current project load at Bear Creek Archeology.  He did note that current 

requirements for review of  National Register nomination reviews was that the 

state review committee now requires that a power point presentation of the 

nomination must be presented to the review committee.  This may occur in at the 

State Historical Society of Iowa in Des Moines.  Dean suggested that a 

representative of the Highland Township Trustees be present to demonstrate the 

Township’s support.  Dave said he would bring this up to the Trustees once the 

nomination is complete and a date for the state review has been established. 

 

The next topic was the rural schoolhouse GIS inventory.  Dave presented the 

status report prepared by the consultant, Shay Gooder, which outlined where the 

project currently stood.  It should be completed in time for the November meeting 



and a presentation of the GIS work would be made at that meeting as well as 

submittal of the deliverables. 

 

The next item on the agenda pertained to the reception held for Hope Malkin at 

the Porter House Museum.  Elizabeth said that Hope was delighted with the 

reception.  The guest list was limited to 30 because of the size of the area but it 

was well attended.  Elizabeth noted that the cost of the reception was covered by 

private donations and no Commission funds were utilized.  Hope indicated that 

she would like to see a second addition of her Aunt’s book printed.  Elizabeth 

identified several errors in the first addition that would need to be addressed and 

estimated it would cost approximately $16,000 to print an additional 1,000 copies 

plus the cost of a new layout.  A general discussion took place regarding the 

merits of printing 500 or 1,000 second editions but no decision was made at this 

stage. 

 

A motion was made by Elizabeth to proceed with the revisions and a new layout 

plus printing a second edition with the decision to print 500 or 1,000 copies to be 

made at a later date.  Roger seconded the motion and the vote to proceed was 

unanimous. 

 

The next discussion focused on donating 150 books to the Porter House Museum 

to fulfill the intent of the original Audrey Malkin gift in regard to contributing to a 

local museum.  Dean mentioned that we should stipulate in the donation 

agreement that the Porter House sell the books at $40 per copy in order not to 

undercut the local retailers.  There was a discussion about whether or not the 

Porter House had enough room to store all 150 books and that maybe the 

Commission should donate only 50 at a time.  Elizabeth said she would contact 

the Porter House museum to see if indeed they had adequate storage space.  Dean 

moved that we donate 150 books to the Porter House contingent upon the price 

being no less than $40.  LaVonne seconded the motion and it was approved 

unanimously. 

 

Under new business Dean outlined the Certified Local Grant application process 

and the assembly of the grant application.  He also noted the overwhelmingly 

positive support we received from the Board of Supervisors at their August 27th 

meeting.  Chairman Askelson signed the grant application at that meeting and 

Dave sent it off to the State Historical Society the next day.  The state 

acknowledged receipt of the application two days later.  Dean presented the 

budget and schedule and suggested that if the grant was approved it is likely it 

could be modified to multi-property National Register nomination from selection 

of one school as a single property nomination.  He also discussed the need to 

develop a scope of work and that the grant would need to out to three separate 

contractors if the application is approved.  The selection of a contractor would be 

made on the basis of the individual technical proposals since the actual cost would 

be locked in. 

 



The next topic focused on the location of the next meeting.  Cathy said that she 

had setup the historic Burr Oak Church for our October meeting.  She warned 

everyone that there is no heat, plumbing, or electricity and to dress accordingly. 

 

The next meeting will be October 13th at the Burr Oak Church at 9:00 A.M. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 A.M. 

 

 

 

 


