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Minutes of the Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission 

October 13, 2012, 9:00 A.M.  at the Advent Christian Church, Burr Oak, 

Iowa. 
 

Present: Cathy McClain, Steve Johnson, Dean Thompson, Dave Stanley, Roger 

Bergan, Dennis Karlsbroten, Elizabeth Lorentzen, LaVonne Sharp, Lonnie Pierce,  

 

The meeting opened with introductions by Paul Hexom of the Winneshiek County 

Historical Society.  Paul outlined the history of the Advent Christian Church as 

did Cathy McClain. 

 

Steve then proceeded with the agenda starting with the minutes from the previous 

meeting.  LaVonne moved to approve the minutes and Cathy seconded the motion 

which passed unanimously. 

 

The next item of business was the treasurer’s report which was presented by 

Elizabeth.  Dean moved to approve the treasurer’s report and Roger seconded the 

motion.  The report was approved unanimously. 

 

Dave discussed the status of the Highlandville School nomination the 

archeological investigations at four Highland Township schools.  The texts of 

both documents have been completed but the figures may not be ready until early 

January.  Dave also did an update on the status of the GIS inventory of rural 

schools in the Winneshiek County.  It is anticipated that this will be complete by 

the November meeting.  The consultant will attend that meeting to present the 

project results. 

 

Elizabeth noted that the Porter House Museum did have enough room to store the 

150 donated copies of the Vera Harris manuscript which she delivered to the 

museum.   

 

Further discussion took place regarding the re-printing of the Vera Harris book.  

Elizabeth explained that it would cost approximately $12,692 to print 500 copies 

and $16,909 to print 1,000 copies, plus additional editing costs.  At this stage no 

decision was made regarding the number of copies to print. 

 

Steve asked Lonnie if he had information relating to the Board of Supervisors to 

present the Commission.  Lonnie indicated that there was none. 



 

Dean brought developing a historic preservation plan for the County, noting that 

other County Commissions as well as the City of Decorah’s Commission have 

prepared historic preservation plans.  Dean noted our Commission publication 

program and the rural school studies but suggested we may want to consider other 

issues in the future.  As examples to consider he mentioned organizing 

information on historic properties possibly developing a register of significant 

properties, including threats of destruction and levels of significance or condition 

of individual properties. 

 

The next topic was brought up by Steve and focused on the Rural School 

conference that is going to be sponsored by the County Historical Society in 

October of 2013.  Paul indicated the Historical Society was not requesting 

financial support but would like the Commission’s formal endorsement of the 

conference.  Cathy moved that the Commission endorse the conference.  LaVonne 

seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously. 

 

Roger mentioned that the Upper Explorerland Regional Planning Commission 

was developing a plan for the region and asked for input from our Commission 

regarding historic preservation. 

 

The next Commission meeting is scheduled for November 10th at 8:30 AM in the 

Vesterheim Gathering Center. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:15 AM 

 

 


