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Minutes of the Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission 
March 10, 2012, 8:30 A.M.  at the Vesterheim Gathering Center 

 
Members present: Steve Johnson, Roger Bergan, David Stanley, Dean 
Thompson, Elizabeth Lorentzen, Dennis Karlsbroten, Lavonne Sharp, Julia Wall, 
Cathy McClain 
Steve opened the meeting at 8:30.   
Visitors present: Kevin Lee, Paul Hexom, Lonnie Pierce, Janelle Pavlovec, Lavonne 
Bjergum 
 
Dean moved, Roger seconded to approve the minutes; motion approved unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  - Elizabeth 
Not much action; 2 deposits for books from Elizabeth’s talk and from Donlans $192 
Cd due the 10th of April 
Balance – $691.84 
Motion to accept the report by LaVonne, seconded by Roger. Motion carried 
unanimously 
 
Old Business 
Caretaker’s Report 
Lavonne suggested that the whole area of Freeport be looked at as a district to be 
considered as a historic district 
Dean moved to accept the Caretaker’s report, Roger seconded; motion approved 
unanimously; 
Stanley said that the report is now a public document because the commission has acted 
on this; a hard copy will be given to the library; a cd will be given to the auditor’s office, 
one for the genealogy, historic society, and Decorah preservation commission; it can be 
copied for $57.25 at Copyland. 
 
Discussion plans for the Rural Schools Project 
Steve suggested that since SHIPO encourages national registry nominations that our 
starting point should be nominating the Highlandville school; needs to be submitted by 
September  
Lloyd Bolz could do a CAD study of the school of the work that has been done through 
the years 
Steve suggested that Highlandville School should be the first phase of the project 
Dennis asked if there are restrictions for the use of the school if it is accepted on the 



National Registry. No, there are no restrictions.  Dave will do the preparation for the 
nomination – history, plat maps, architectural drawings of the floor plans.  
Dennis moved, Dean seconded to approve hiring Lloyd Bolz for $500  to do the CAD 
study to begin the National Historic Registry nomination of the Highlandville School; 
motion approved unanimously. 
Kevin Lee spoke that Decorah Genealogy Association has much information on many of 
the schools in the county. 
Dave spoke about issues to consider: Private property rights; archeological studies are 
confidential; Dave will do the work pro bono independently of the WCHPC. Dennis is 
tracking down the owners of the school properties.  
 
New Business 
Steve had a letter from the DOT to the city of Decorah – (Dahly) Gilliece Bridge FHWA 
348800 Replacement (in the 5 year plan)– mitigation of the bridge comparable to the 
Caretaker’s. Letter is asking if the Commission wants to be a consulting party of the 
bridge – Lonnie suggested that we table any decision until he talks to the county engineer 
and gets more information;  
Motion by Dean, seconded by Roger to table any discussion and decision about the 
bridge  (Dahly) Gilliece Bridge FHWA 348800 until more information approved 
unanimously 
LaVonne brought up the Fort Atkinson bridge – on the historic register – Fort Atkinson is 
interested in keeping it as a foot bridge. It is planned to be torn down. Kevin spoke that 
he thought that the bridge could be brought up to standard if funds were available. He 
suggested that the engineer come up with a cost estimate. 
Roger said it should go through Fort Atkinson CLG first and then they should come to us 
Cathy said that we should at least support the Ft Atkinson CLG. 
 
Report  
Dean talked about going to the Locust school committee meeting with Paul Hexom. Dean 
talked to Duane Fensterman about some ideas for organizing, cataloging information that 
comes from advertising, research.  
Paul Hexom said celebration of Locust School will be in Sept. or Oct. 2013.  Also, the 
Country school conference during the 50th anniversary of the historical society 
 
State Conference in Decorah April 27 and 28th. Steve encouraged that members sign up – 
3 members are involved; to avoid late registration, register by April 10th .  The cost is 
$40. The WCHPC will pay the registration; request for reimbursement should be made 
prior to the workshop rather than after the fact. 
 
The next scheduled meeting is April 14th. 
Motion to adjourn by Dean, seconded by Roger. 
Meeting adjourned at 10 a.m. 


