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Minutes of the Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission 

June 9, 2012, 9:00 A.M.  at the Highlandville School. 
 

Members present: Steve Johnson, Roger Bergan, David Stanley, Dennis 

Karlsbroten, Lavonne Sharp, Cathy McClain 

 

Visitors present: Kevin and Carrie Lee, Jim McClain, Janelle Pavlovec, LaVonne 

Bjergum. 

 

Steve opened the meeting at 9:00, welcoming the visitors and initiated discussion 

of the minutes from the May meeting.  LaVonne moved to approve the minutes 

and Dean seconded the motion.  Minutes approved unanimously.  

 

The treasurer’s report was discussed next although Elizabeth was not present she 

had e-mailed everyone a copy of the report.  Dave moved to approve the report 

and Cathy seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 

 

Under old business Steve brought up the North Building at Wellington Place 

which had been toured by several members of the Commission, Dean, Cathy, and 

LaVonne, who all noted how remarkably well built the building is and what good 

condition it is in.  Dean noted the structure should be viewed as a County asset 

suggesting it is a regional Historic Landmark. 

 

The general consensus of the Commission is that it would be nice to see the 

structure preserved or a re-use found for it.  Dean noted that a Public Hearing was 

going to be scheduled at the Board of Supervisors’ office to discuss and get input 

from the public.  Roger wondered what the cost of demolition would be and Dave 

wondered what the property is valued at.  Dean, Roger, LaVonne, and Dave said 

they would attend the Public Hearing. 

 

The discussion than turned to the Fort Atkinson Historic Preservation 

Commission meeting which was attended by Steve and LaVonne.  The Fort 

Atkinson HPC would like to save the Fort Atkinson Bridge, currently on the 

National Register, but scheduled to be replaced in 2014.  The City and the HPC 

would like to move the bridge a short distance to a City park for preservation.  

LaVonne talked to the Mayor of Fort Atkinson and the County Engineer who 

would also like to see it preserved.  The County Engineer noted that the structure 

needs to be placed on some sort of pilings.  A discussion took place regarding 



having our August meeting in Fort Atkinson in conjunction with the City HPC.  

LaVonne said she would take the lead on this.  Dean said he would get more 

information regarding the bridge itself. 

 

The next topic was the Gilliece Bridge near Bluffton.  This bridge is also on the 

National Register and scheduled for removal.  The Iowa Department of 

Transportation has inquired whether or not our Commission would like to 

participate in the consultation process.  Dean volunteered to take the least on this 

and Dave said he would provide the contact information. 

 

The next topic focused on the rural schoolhouse GIS inventory.  A general 

discussion concerning the scope of work and budget occurred.  Dave noted that 

Elizabeth had indicated that the interest accrued from the Audrey Malkin gift was 

approximately $5,800.  Dave said he would negotiate with the GIS contractor 

about the actual cost of the project.  Dean moved to approve the project 

contingent upon funding.  Roger seconded the motion and it was approved 

unanimously.  Dave said he would prepare contract. 

 

Dennis provided the Commission with some background and history of the 

Highlandville School.  He re-counted his experiences as a student and described 

how students were divided into two groups according to age, some of the course 

topics, and physical activities. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 A.M. on a motion by Lavonne and seconded 

by Dennis.  Adjournment was approved unanimously. 

 

 

 


