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Minutes of the Winneshiek County Historic Preservation Commission 

July 5, 2012, 5:30 P.M.  at the Vesterheim Gathering Center 
 

Members present: Steve Johnson, Roger Bergan, David Stanley, LaVonne Sharp, 

Cathy McClain,  Dean Thompson 

 

Visitors present: Lonnie Pierce, Janelle Pavlovec. 

 

Steve opened the meeting to outline that this is a special meeting called to discuss 

one topic only.  Should the Commission hire an architectural historian/historian to 

provide the Commission with a research design or scope of work for a Certified 

Local Government grant.  The objective of the grant application would be to fund 

an intensive architectural survey of rural schoolhouses that are still standing. 

 

Dave described the nature of the grant program and a general idea of what would 

be proposed.  The project would include a generalized state wide historic context 

of education with a more detailed and centralized focus on Winneshiek County.  

The GIS inventory presently in progress indicated somewhere in the 

neighborhood of 15-20 structures may merit nomination to the National Register 

of Historic Places. 

 

Cathy questioned why should we commit more resources to rural schools when 

there are so many other historic structures in the County in need of assistance.  

Dean presented the general concepts of establishing long range, multi-phased 

research programs and how this project would fit into the work now being done. 

 

Roger said he felt this phase would fit in well with our present activities. 

 

Dean moved that we authorize spending $480 (8 hours at $60 per hour) to hire an 

architectural historian/historian to prepare a research design for the grant 

application.  Roger seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

 

LaVonne volunteered to assist with the grant application. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:00 P.M. 

 


