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Members present: Steve Johnson, Roger Bergan, David Stanley, Dean Thompson, 
Elizabeth Lorentzen, Dennis Karlsbroten, Lavonne Sharp,  Cathy McClain 
Visitors present: Kevin Lee, Lenny Graves, Lonnie Pierce, Janelle Pavlovec, 
Lavonne Bjergum, Lori Stanley, Shay Gooder, Derek Lee 
 
Steve opened the meeting at 8:30, welcoming the visitors and noting the sign-up 
sheet for non-Commission members attending the meeting.  He then asked if 
anyone had any comments regarding the March minutes and no one did. 
 
Dean moved and LaVonne seconded to approve the minutes; motion approved 
unanimously. 
 
Steve brought up the Iowa Statewide Historic Preservation Conference sponsored 
by the Decorah Historic Preservation Commission.  The conference was going to 
be held on April 27th and 28th at the Winneshiek Hotel.  He noted that if 
Commission members were going to attend and wanted to get reimbursed for 
registration fees they should make that known at this meeting and not after the 
conference.  Dave, Steve, Elizabeth, Dean, Roger and LaVonne all indicated that 
they would be attending the conference.  Roger and Elizabeth will be presenting. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  - Elizabeth 
Not much action; One Vera Harris book was sold and Elizabeth noted that the CD 
matured on the 8th of April.  Since interest rates are so low the general consensus 
was to let the CD rollover for only one year. 
Balance – $731.84 
Motion to accept the report moved by LaVonne, seconded by Roger. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Old Business 
 
Dave introduced Shay Gooder, a NICC student who is taking a class in 
geographic information systems (GIS).  Shay approached Bear Creek Archeology, 
Inc. several weeks and wondered if we had any suggestions for a classroom GIS 
project.  Bear Creek immediately brought up the topic or rural schools. Shay 
presented a power point demonstration of the class project he had undertaken.  



This project illustrated how and what type of information pertaining to 
Winneshiek County rural schools could be setup in a GIS format.  He outlined a 
wide range of data that could be entered into the system and how it could be setup 
on a Web site and accessible to the public.  He also illustrated examples of several 
Winneshiek County schools that he had entered into the system. 
 
Dean asked about what might be possible to expand upon what Shay had started.  
Shay noted the possibilities of a web site possibly setup in a Wikipedia format 
that could be monitored and refereed.  Dean noted that the County has the 
software and the GIS setup that would allow a cultural layer, such as what Shay 
presented, to be added the county web site.  Dave brought up the possibility of 
obtaining a grant or the Commission could directly fund the completion of the 
GIS with some basic minimal information that could be added to over time.   
 
Dave updated the Highlandville School National Register nomination.  He noted 
that Lloyd Bolz has visited the school at least twice to get the data to start the 
audocad 3d drawings and that one of the Bear Creek archeologists had also visited 
the school to gather some information for the actual nomination.   Dave also said 
that he had hired a recent Luther grad that would start in early June to begin 
researching the school history at the Winneshiek County Historical Society. 
 
New Business 
 
The next topic addressed was the 2011 annual report which had not been signed 
by the Board of Supervisor’s Chairman for submission to the State Historical 
Society of Iowa.  Steve noted that this was presented prior to the last meeting to 
the Commission co-secretary by Supervisor Lonnie Pierce.  It included a list of 
comments noting that five National Register of Historic Properties had been 
destroyed or removed in 2011 but were not noted in the annual report.  There 
were also a series of comments questioning the legitimacy of including a number 
of historic preservation activities undertaken by members of the Commission 
during the course of the year that were noted in the annual report. 
 
Supervisor Pierce distributed the original 1985 resolution forming the 
Commission noting the intent of the resolution.  He indicated that he was very 
concerned that the demolition and removal of five National Register properties 
was not noted in the annual report.  Steve asked who provided the Board of 
Supervisors this information and why would it have been brought to the Board of 
Supervisors but not directly to the Commission’s attention.  Supervisor Pierce 
declined to answer but suggested checking the Board of Supervisor’s minutes.   
Steve pointed out that the two of the five National Register properties were within 
the jurisdiction of the Decorah Commission not the County Commission. 
 
Dave asked if there was any documentation regarding the moving or destruction 
of the three historic properties within the County.   Supervisor Pierce noted that 
he has driven by all three and that indeed two have been destroyed but that the 



Bluffton Bridge had been removed and is presently sitting adjacent to its original 
location. 
 
Dean noted that this problem can be easily remedied by amending the annual 
report and resubmitting it to the Board of Supervisors.  Dave said he would do 
that.  Dean also suggested we should setup a plan for monitoring the National 
Register properties within the Commission’s jurisdiction.  Cathy suggested that 
we could ask the Township representatives to the County Historical Society if 
they would assist in this regard.  A general discussion ensued and the consensus 
was to think about this and address it at the May 12th meeting. 
 
Supervisor Pierce suggested that the Commission should also monitor all the 
historic properties identified in the 1985 resolution, even those in Decorah.  Steve 
reiterated that the County Commission should focus on only those historic 
properties that fall within the Commission’s jurisdiction.  The others would be the 
responsibility of the Decorah Commission. 
 
Steve then turned the discussion to the comments questioning the legitimacy of 
including in the annual report historic preservation activities by individual 
Commission members.  Supervisor Pierce noted that these comments were not 
read by the other Supervisors and the only issue with the annual report regarded 
the National Register properties.  Steve responded by saying many of the 
comments were on the same page as those associated with the National Register 
properties and it was handed to the co-secretary as a single document.  He also 
said these comments need to be discussed and asked Supervisor who wrote the 
comments.  Supervisor Pierce declined to say.  Dave said that given the level of 
hostility and personal nature of the comments they needed to be addressed. 
 
Steve outlined that these activities fall under Section II, number 5 of the annual 
report noting that the annual report did not include the names of the individual 
Commissioners although the comments did.  He also mentioned that in one 
instance the wrong name was associated with one of the activities.  Steve then 
read Paula Mohr’s response to his inquiry involving the comments.  Essentially 
her response was that it is appropriate to recognize the activities of individual 
Commissioners who are providing technical assistance on historic preservation 
issues to other organizations, individuals, or businesses even if the Commission as 
a whole was not taking part.  She also noted that the annual report must also 
include sanctioned activities and not rely solely on the activities of individual 
members.  Steve noted a sanctioned activity is defined as something that has been 
discussed at a Commission meeting and noted in the minutes. 
 
Elizabeth outlined that indeed the activities she was associated with were 
discussed at various meetings and that when she was introduced for her 
presentation on the history of Phelps Park it was noted that she is a member of the 
Commission.  A short discussion followed and the general consensus was to 
correct the omission of the removed or destroyed National Register properties and 



resubmit the annual report to the Board of Supervisors for approval. 
 
Dean discussed the comprehensive plan for the County which will include a 
historic component.  It is called the smart plan but Dean was not yet aware of all 
the details or just how far along they are.  He said he would look into it further. 
 
Steve brought up the Historic Preservation Month Proclamation.  A short 
discussion followed and the consensus was to pursue this.  Steve would meet with 
the Board of Supervisors and put the ball in play. 
 
The next scheduled meeting is May 12th. 
Motion to adjourn by Dean, seconded by Roger. 
Meeting adjourned at 10 a.m. 


